
Oral Expression Practice Material 165 

Read these familiar sayings and tell what they mean. 

1. The handsomest flower is not the sweetest. 

2. Everything is difficult at first. 

3. Nothing is certain except the past. 

4. Never put off till tomorrow what can be done today. 

5. Better to wear out than rust out. 

6. What is said cannot be unsaid. 

7. If you pay not a servant his wages, he will pay himself. 

8. Sickness is every man's master. 

9. There is a time for speaking and a time for keeping still. 

10. No one betrays himself by silence. 

11. Better slip with foot than tongue. 

12. Soon got, soon spent. 

13. Hear first, speak afterwards. 

14. Speech is the mirror of the soul. 

15. Lost time is not found again. 

16. One today is worth two tomorrows. 

17. The tongue is not steel, yet it cuts. 

18. Look to the mind, not the outward appearance. 

19. You have not converted a man because you have silenced him. 

20. Not~ling is so bad as not to be good for something. 
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