
I n t r o d u c t i o n

The ability to communicate your thoughts and opinions in writing is an important life skill. Even 

in today’s technologically advanced society, written communication remains important at school, 

at work, and even at home. Expressing your thoughts and opinions effectively takes organization 

and planning. Persuading others through writing that your opinion is valid requires support 

with details and examples. Developing persuasive writing skills in students is an essential step 

to helping them function productively in society.

This book includes reproducible writing prompts that provide practice with organizing thoughts 

and forming opinions about topics that are relevant and of interest to students today. Forty 

different prompts on a variety of subjects call for students to write short persuasive essays. Each 

prompt has three levels of support, which allows the teacher to choose the best option for each 

student’s needs. Activities, rubrics, and sample essays are also included for teachers to use with 

their students.

Bonnye Wier Cavazos created this book to reach and engage writers who struggle with some of 

the skills necessary for good writing. The content is based on Cavazos’ years of teaching language 

arts to at-risk middle school students and preparing them for standardized tests in writing, as 

well as her experience teaching GED classes to struggling adult learners.

ACTIVITY IDEAS

Activities are provided to teach the elements of effective 

persuasive writing, including good introductions, transitions, 

supporting details, and conclusions. These ideas can be used 

throughout the year any time students write persuasive essays. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n
REPRODUCIBLE PAGES

Reproducible pages, such as a writing checklist 

and an elaboration strategy page, are included 

to be given to all students to refer to during the 

writing process. Prewriting strategy pages and 

handouts to be used with instruction on writing 

persuasively are also included.

RUBRICS

Clear, concise rubrics that can be used 

with any persuasive essay are provided. It is 

recommended that the rubrics be shared with 

students to help guide them before, during, 

and after the writing process. Students can 

use the rubrics to assess themselves and 

their peers. Teachers can use the rubrics to 

assess students and also as a reference during 

conferences about writing.

SAMPLE ESSAYS

Sample essays that are persuasive in style 

and that model good use of introductions, 

transitions, supported opinions, and logical 

conclusions are provided to share with 

students. Teachers can make copies on 

overhead transparencies or make individual 

copies for students. The sample essays should 

serve as classroom discussion starters about 

what makes good persuasive writing.
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I n t r o d u c t i o n
WRITING PROMPTS

The forty different prompts included are clearly written and are designed to get students to form an 

opinion, to learn to express that opinion, and to persuade others that their opinion is valid because 

it is supported by details and examples. Each prompt has three levels of support.
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Level One gives students 

a way to begin their paper, 

along with transition words 

to use between paragraphs, 

phrases to build support 

within paragraphs, and a 

way to end their paper.

Level Two offers students 

transition words to use 

between paragraphs and 

a way to end their paper.

Level Three provides students 

with a few brief reminder tips 

for writing their paper and 

space to write.
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