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Today’s Destination 
What is a variable?

 Vocabulary  

Equation   A number sentence relating two expressions that are equal in value

Variable   A letter or symbol that represents an unknown value or a value that 
can change

 Problem of the Day  

What is the answer to Marta’s math problem? 
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	 In	the	dRIveR’s	seat

Simplify.

1) -92 =  4) 6 + 6 + 6 ' 3 = 

2) (-9)2 =  5) (6 + 6 + 6) ' 3 = 

3) 92 =  6) 
3

6 6 6+ +  = 

For each expression, write brackets or parentheses to show which computation you will 
perform first. Then simplify the expression.

7) 7 + 8 ' 4

 

8) 52 ' 10

 

9) 1 - 112 + 9

 

10) 
( )

8
7 17+

  - 12
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	sIde	tRIps

1) An icosahedron is a solid figure made of 20 triangular faces. A regular icosahedron has 

20 identical equilateral triangles for faces. The formula for the area of a triangle is 
2
1  : b : h. 

Find the surface area (the total area of all the triangles) of a regular icosahedron when  

b = 3 centimeters and h = 2.6 centimeters.

 

2) Circle the operations that will result in an increase of value if x = 3.

multiply x by 0 multiply x by 1

add 0 to x add -3 to x

add 1 to x multiply x by 
3
1

3) Circle the operations that will result in an increase of value if x = -3.

multiply x by 0 add 0 to x

add 1 to x add -3 to x

multiply x by 1 multiply x by 
3
1
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