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1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
hemisphere?  (3 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
frontier?  (/f / )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word mood.  (m-	-d )  

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
national?  (3 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
Chesapeake?  (/tʃ / )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word web.  (w-ε-b)

1.  How many syllables do you hear in the word
colonies?  (3 )

2.  What sound is at the beginning of the word
scramble?  (/s / )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word tree.  (t-r-i)

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
dialogue?  (3)

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
structure?  (/s / )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word birth.  (b-�-θ ) 

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
acoustic?  (3 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
throttle?  (/θ/ )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word rash.  (r-�-ʃ )

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
quotation?  (3 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
ancient?  (/e/ ) 

3. Tell me the sounds in the word pitch.  ( p-i -tʃ )

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
investment?  (3 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
island?  (/ai/ ) 

3. Tell me the sounds in the word yellow.  ( j-ε-l-o )

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
irregular?  (4 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
equator?  (/i/ )  

3. Tell me the sounds in the word growth.  (g-r-o-θ)

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
experiment?  (4 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
igloo?  (/i / )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word cloud.  (k-l-aυ -d )

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
apostrophe?  (4 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
operation?  (/a/ )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word find.  ( f-ai-n-d ) 

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
preposition?  (4 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
urgent?  (/�/ )  

3. Tell me the sounds in the word idea.  (ai-d-i-ə)  

1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
unemployment?  (4 )

2. What sound is at the end of the word sharp?
(/p/ )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word ocean.  
(o-ʃ -ə-n) 
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1. Do these words end with the same sound?
growth • depth  (yes)

2. Which sound is the same in these words?
pharaoh • echo (/o/ )  

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
The bald elbow flew gracefully through the air.

1. Do these words end with the same sound?
truth • trench  (no)

2. Which sound is the same in these words?
heavy • measure  (/ε/ )  

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
My favorite meal is fried chicken with mashed 
petunias and gravy.

1. Do these words end with the same sound?
glide • globe  (no)

2. Which sound is the same in these words?
history • galaxy  (/i/ )

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
 Hot lava poured out of the volleyball when it
erupted.

1. Do these words end with the same sound?
nation • tension  (yes)

2. Which sound is the same in these words?
auction • audio (/ɔ/ )

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
The cowboy put the saddle on the haystack’s back.

1. Do these words end with the same sound?
index • jazz  (no)  

2. Which sound is the same in these words?
finance • migrate (/ai/ )

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
 The unicorn called the runner out at home plate.

1.  Do these words end with the same sound?
present • public  (no)

2. Which sound is the same in these words?
debate • hobby (/b/ ) 

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
The actors performed in front of a live alphabet.

1. Do these words end with the same sound?
highway • ballet  (yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
feast • yeast  (/f/ and /j/ )

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
We couldn’t find the stadium, so we stopped to 
ask for divisions.

1. Do these words have the same sound in the 
middle?
slice • shape  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
choice • voice  (/tʃ /  and /v/ )

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
I will give a ten dollar rewind to the person who 
finds my dog.

1. Do these words have the same sound in the 
middle?
peace • breath  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
port • court  (/p/ and /k/ )

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
My report is supposed to be at least five
parachutes long.

1. Do these words have the same sound in the 
middle?
loose • mood  (yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
leash • leave  (/ʃ / and /v/)

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
The body builder flexed his muffl ers for the crowd.

1. Do these words have the same sound in the 
middle?
hawk • should  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
thumb • theme  (/ə / and /i/ ) 

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
Our family goes on a summer vaccination
every year.

1. Do these words have the same sound in the 
middle?
noise • coil  (yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
chose • choose  (/o/ and /u/ )

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
I saw my reflection in the mayor.
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1. How many syllables do you hear in the word 
celebrate?  (3 )

2. What sound is at the beginning of the word 
canal?  (/k/ )

3. Tell me the sounds in the word line.  (l-ai-n)

1. Do these words have the same sound in the 
middle?
shout • south  ( yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
spoil • spill  (/oi/ and /i/ ) 

3. Which word doesn’t belong in this sentence?
 Thomas Edison indented the light bulb.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same 
sounds?
false • fierce  ( yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
curve • carve  (/�/ and /a�/ ) 

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
It’s a good idea to use your spell-checker whenever 
you type something on a computer.  It’s a quick 
and easy way to f ind any words you may have 
misspelled.  I left my backpack at school.

1.  Do these words begin and end with the same
sounds?
pitch • past  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
diction • fiction (/d/ and /f / )

3.  Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
 My sister is allergic to cats.  Some people believe
that aliens have visited Earth.  There is no proof that
anything like this has happened, but many scientists
do believe there may be life on other planets.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same 
sounds?
plague • plunge  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
suspend • suspense (/d/ and /s/ )

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
My cousin is a drummer in a band.  Poachers 
have been killing African elephants for the ivory 
in their tusks.  As a result, this elephant is now an 
endangered animal.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same 
sounds?
blind • guide  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
gallop • gallon  (/p/ and /n / )

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
In 2001, Robert Tools received an artificial heart.  
Some people are left-handed.  Although other people 
have had artificial organs, Mr. Tools’ heart was 
unique.  It was the first heart to run on a battery.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same sounds?
swift • squint  ( yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
manner • matter  (/n / and /t/ )

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
The invention of the elevator led to the construction 
of skyscrapers.  People take their sick pets to 
veterinarians.  Architects were able to design taller 
buildings because people no longer had to climb the 
stairs to get to the upper floors.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same sounds?
rebel • repel  ( yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
peasant • pheasant  (/p/ and /f/ )

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
An air bag is a large balloon made of fabric.  It’s stored 
inside the steering column or dashboard of a car.  Air 
bags inflate during a car accident.  The video store closes 
at midnight.  They cushion the driver and passengers and 
keep them from hitting a hard surface in the car.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same sounds?
equal • easel  ( yes) 

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
weather • leather  (/w/ and /l/ )

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
I’m on my school’s cross-country team.  My mom does 
all her shopping online.  She thinks it’s the best way to 
shop because there are hundreds of Internet stores to 
choose from.  My dad doesn’t shop on the Internet.  He’d 
rather go to a store where he can see what he’s buying.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same sounds?
country • contest  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
tempo • temper  (/o/ and /�/ )  

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
The electricity went off during the storm.  The Statue of 
Liberty is covered with a thick sheet of copper.  When 
the statue was new, it was as shiny as a new penny.  
Over the years, the copper has tarnished.  It has turned 
green because it has been exposed to air and moisture.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same sounds?
 digress • device ( yes)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
fraction • friction (/� / and /i / ) 

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
The force of the water coming out of a fire hose is 
very strong.  Several firefighters must work together 
to control the hose.  I stepped on some gum and had 
to scrape it off my shoe.  Working as a team, the 
firefighters can safely move the hose toward the fire.

1. Do these words begin and end with the same sounds?
oily • ointment  (no)

2. Which sounds are different in these words?
tragic • traffic  (/�/ and /f / )

3. Which sentence doesn’t belong in this paragraph?
Astronauts are weightless in space because there is no 
gravity to hold them down.  When the astronauts sleep, 
they must tie their sleeping bags to a wall.  There is 
a full moon tonight.  If the bags aren’t tied down, the 
astronauts will f loat around the space shuttle’s cabin.
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Mr. Kim’s social studies class was studying famous 
explorers.
His students already had studied 6 explorers of North 
America.
This week they learned about 3 explorers of other 
regions.

How many total explorers have they studied?
6 + 3 = 9

Kara has 3 cats.
Each cat had 2 kittens.

How many kittens does Kara have altogether?
3 x 2 = 6

The boys and girls in Mrs. Reynolds’ class sit in
3 rows.
There are 4 in the first row.
There are 5 in the second row.
There are 7 in the last row.

How many total students are there in Mrs. 
Reynolds’ class?
4 + 5 + 7 = 16

Jenn wants to bring treats for her homeroom.
There are 23 students in the class.
She made 30 chocolate chip bars.

How many extra bars does she have?
30 – 23 = 7

This recipe lists many ingredients.
First, it says to measure 2 cups of flour.
Then you add 1 cup of sugar.
You also need 3/4 cup of milk.

How many cups of dry ingredients are in the recipe?
2 + 1 = 3

The girls’ basketball intramurals started today.
There are 4 teams that will practice in the gym.
There are 20 basketballs in all.

How many balls will each team get for practice?
20 ÷ 4 = 5
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