
  
 E

SS
EN

TIA
L

R
EADING PROGRAM

   
  
  
  
  
  
   

 S
IGHT WORDS ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Nita W. Sundbye is Emeritus Professor of Education at The University of 
Kansas. She received a B.S. in Education from Arkansas Polytechnic 
College and M.S. and Ed.D. degrees from the University of Kansas.  
Dr. Sundbye has taught first and fifth grades in elementary schools in 
Arkansas and Kansas and has taught remedial reading to students in 
grades two through eight. At The University of Kansas she taught courses 
in reading, language arts, remedial reading and reading research. Much 
of the impetus for the development of the Essential Sight Words Reading 
Program came from her recognition of the need for such materials as 
she supervised, for more than 30 years, the tutoring of children enrolled 
for remedial reading instruction with graduate students in reading at The 
University of Kansas. Dr. Sundbye has been a consultant to school districts 
and has presented many workshops for teachers in the areas of reading, 
language arts, and remedial reading. She is the author of basal and 
remedial reading texts for children in elementary and secondary schools. 
She is co-author of Helping the Struggling Reader: What to Teach and 
How to Teach It, and other books published by PCI Educational Publishing.

Norma J. Dyck is Emeritus Professor of Education at Kansas State University. 
A member of the special education faculty, she was responsible for 
preparing teachers of students with learning disabilities and other special 
needs. Dr. Dyck received a B.A. in Elementary Education from Bethany 
College and M.S. and Ed.D. degrees from The University of Kansas. Her 
dual majors during study for the doctorate were reading and learning 
disabilities. Dr. Dyck has taught first grade and children with learning 
disabilities. She has extensive experience in providing workshops for 
classroom teachers, with emphasis on preparing them to teach students 
with special needs in the general classroom. She founded Curriculum 
Solutions, Inc. (CSI), an educational service company which provided 
staff development services and products to schools. Many of the books 
she wrote for CSI are now published by PCI Educational Publishing. 

Flora R. Wyatt is Assistant Professor of Education at The University of Kansas. 
She received a B.S. from Southwest Missouri State College and an M.S. 
from Central Missouri State University. Mrs. Wyatt has five years experience 
as an elementary teacher and five years experience as a supervising 
teacher in a suburban school district. She is a specialist in elementary 
language arts and reading and has extensive experience in presenting 
workshops for teachers. She has also worked on a continuing basis as 
an educational consultant in an urban elementary school that serves a 
multicultural student population. 

I




