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Throughout history, families and concerned professionals have ov; ome many chal-
lenges in their efforts to humanize health-care encounters for% ren. Many pro-
grams aimed at educating health-care professionals now incl tent about meet-
ing the psychosocial needs of children and their familie ay’s financially driven
health-care climate, with its emphasis on managed care,Qr atens to undermine these
accomplishments and curtail the development of new apptoaches.

Significant Changes have occurred in healtl'\ﬂ ervices for children, and the
system itself remains in transition. Federal leglsl financial considerations, and so-
cietal expectations of the role of families oftenShift, dependlng on where the services
take place and who provides them. In addigdiy; not since the turn of the 20th century
has the United States experienced more ral diversity than in the last two decades,
a factor that creates a whole new dynaie in children’s health care. A renewed interest
in “healing” health care to comp &é “curing” health care has sparked attention to
alternative and complementa icine practices as well.

It is time to revisit thes¢-Cetical issues in children’s health care. Meeting Children’s
Psychosocial Needs Across tb Ith-Care Continuum integrates current research and the-
ory within the framewo e new and transitioning health-care environment. Despite
the changes we ex rfzmce now and in the future, children in health-care settings—in
the home, child c@center, school, community agency, ambulatory setting, or hospi-
tal—continue to need what they have always needed: the basics, such as nurturing,
predictability, adequate stimulation, interaction, a sense of control, and mastery of their
environments.

The brisk pace of medical discoveries enables more children to be saved through
science and technology today than ever in the past. Accompanying each new discovery,
treatment, or protocol are implications for psychosocial and developmental concerns.
We hope that this book will foster a commitment in the reader to keep pace with new
discoveries and to consider the impact they may have, not only on children’s bodies but
also on their young minds and spirits.
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